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MEMORANDUM FOR: Assistant Director , Office of 

Operations 



SUBJECT 


Requested Consents on African 
Broadcast Monitor in* 


REFERENCE 


3 June 1057 Memorandum, AD/OO to 
AD/CI 


i 


1. W® believe the proposed plan for sonitoring of 
African broadcasts could contribute significant and use- 
ful information fros areas at present not adequately 
covered by other reporting activity. Monitoring of 
local broadcasts* particularly those of the North African 
area, would reduce dependence on French or Egyptian 
broadcast services for information on this area. More 
local coverage of African broadcasting would permit a 
better appraisal of reactions to Soviet and American 
activities, as well as furnish other data which would 
be useful for intelligence purposes. 


2. From the standpoint of US strategic interests, 
two African areas— north and west— deserve immediate 
monitoring attention, and in that order of priority. 
Because of American air baees located in North Africa, 
the United States bss specific strategic Interests 
in that area and is vitally interested in the politi- 
cal developments of the North African states. Our 
relations there are also closely related with rela- 
tions with our NATO ally, Trance. The lest African 
area now ie of leseer strategic interest, but the 
rapid political evolution of the region and the emer- 
gence of new, and possibly unstable, independent states 
is likely to create a future problem for the United 
States and an opportunity for the Soviet Union to ex- 
pand its influence. Since political development is at 
a slower pace in the East African area at present, it 
is of less immediate concern than the other two areas. 
However, the problems of Esnya and Uganda are likely 
to assume serious proportions in a few yearn. We 
concur that increasing coverage of South African 
broadcasts is not at present warranted. 
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3. acquirements In tbs two zones of immediate in 
terest . 


A. n orth Africa : The most immediate need is 
for inf orwat ion on the local political situation 
in the Independent states of Morocco and Tunisia 
and on the nationalist campaign in Algeria. Moni- 
toring of local broadcasts should supplement pres- 
ent reporting by the Department of State and 

furnish details 
Broadcast cover- 
age should diminish the delay in transsitting 
inforsation fros the field to Washington head- 
quarters and then distributing the data within 
the intelligence cossunity. Monitoring als^^^^^ 
should free the analy st fros reliance onHHH 
25X1 C sources for reporting on 

North African events. In the special case of 
Algeria, where diplomatic reporting in necessarily 
United because of the rebellion, monitoring of 
radio broadcasts could furnish more timely in- 
formation on nationalist capebilitiee , intentions, 
casualtiss, equipment and reactions not now 
sufficiently available. In reference to the 
independent states, information la needed on 
internal political affairs, intraparty dissen- 
sions, reactions of leaders to internal and 
foreign events, and popular and official reaction 
to American and Soviet activities. 

B. West Afri ca: Monitoring of broadcasts in 
this area of rapid political evolution would prob- 
ably contribute even more information not obtained 
from other sources than in the case of North Africa. 
Vast parts of West Africs now are not adequately 
covered— Gambia , Sierra Leone, Togo, the Caeeroons , 
interior French West Africa and Iqaatorial Africa, 
northern and eastern Nigeria and the Belgian Congo 
hinterland — and local broadcasts would preside 
much valuable data. In this area, timeliness of 
reporting is an even mors serious problem than 
it is in the north, and the two-to-four-week delay 
in receiving dispatches could be reduced to two 
days by monitoring of broadcasts . 
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At present our sain interest is the political 
development of the various states, dissensions 
within the sain parties, speeches by leading 
politicians outlining new policies, plans for 
a struggle against colonial rule, and reactions 
of these states to sweats beyond the national 
boundaries. The popular and official reaction 
to American and Communist activities and pro- 
nouncements would be of considerable interest, 
and the receipt of such information would per- 
mit a more meaningful interpretation of local 
reactions to world events. Plans of the Ghana 
government to utilise expanded broadcasting 
capabilities as a principal instrument for 
promoting Vest African nationalism would make 
all external transmissions from this source 
of particular interest. 

C. last Africa ; This area is third in 
priority because of the lesser degree of Ameri- 
can strategic interest in the region and the 
slower pace of political evolution. However, 
Kenya and Uganda will probably be areas of con- 
siderable Interest in a few years because of 
their growiag political problems. 



HUNTINGTON D. 8HKLDON 
Assistant Director, 

Current Intelligence 
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Enclosures! 

A - Memorandum from Chief, AD/O 

B - African Survey, Parts X, II and III 
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